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Philosophy 261: Introduction to Ancient Philosophy
Instructor Information
Professor Matthew Strohl (matthew.strohl@mso.umt.edu)
Office: LA 147
Office hours: TR 9:00-9:30, 12:30-1:00 (These times are flexible and I am also potentially available at
other times over zoom. Let me know if you want to talk with me and we’ll make it happen.)

Course description:
This course will introduce you to some of the central writings of Plato and Aristotle. Topics covered in
Plato will include Socratic definition, the examined life, Meno’s paradox, the theory of recollection, the
theory of forms, the immortality of the soul, challenges to morality, the analogy of city and soul, the
tripartition of the soul, and the famous metaphors of the sun, line and cave. Turning to Aristotle, topics
covered will include change, nature, hylomorphism, the four causes, soul as first actuality, the Prime
Mover, happiness (eudaimonia), virtue, responsibility, and the place of theoretical study in a happy life.

Required texts:
Plato, Five Dialogues, trans. G.M.A. Grube, second ed., Hackett Publishing 2002
Plato, Symposium, trans. Alexander Nehamas and Paul Woodruff, Hackett Publishing 1989
Plato, Republic, trans. G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve, Hackett Publishing 1992
Aristotle, Selections, trans. Terence Irwin and Gail Fine, Hackett Publishing 1995
Note: You must use these translations (no exceptions!). Translations of Plato’s and Aristotle’s works vary
widely in quality and the vast majority of them are terrible. The ones listed above are all very good.
Moreover, it is important that all of us be using the same translation, since different translators often
translate important terms differently.
Plato: Complete Works, ed. John Cooper, has all the right translations of the Platonic dialogues we’ll be
reading, so if you have it already there’s no need to buy the individual Hackett editions. If you would
prefer to buy the Complete Works rather than the individual editions go ahead and do so, but it’s big
and heavy, and so won’t be as easy to bring to class. If you plan on taking my 400 level Plato course, you
are going to need to buy this book anyways, so you might as well get it now.
Be sure to bring whatever text we’re reading to class! I generally lecture by going through the assigned
reading sequentially, reading out important passages and discussing them in detail. You’ll want to have
the text in front of you to follow along and mark important bits.

Covid stuff:
You have to wear a mask. I have to wear a mask. That’s not up to me. FYI I am vaccinated, but the rules
are strict and we might as well be careful, so please also wear a mask when you visit my office.
If someone refuses to wear a mask, I am supposed to just end class and send everyone home. This may
seem draconian, but keep in mind that some students may have underlying conditions or
immunocompromised loved ones. For some people, this is a matter of life and death. Please take that
into account and weigh it appropriately.
I do have some power points from my teaching online last year. They are no substitute for lecture, but if
someone does get sick and have to miss class, they can hopefully help you bridge the gap. You can also
ask someone else to record my lectures for you.
There’s a chance we’ll have to move online. I’m ready for it if it happens but we are going to try our best
to stick it out in person.

Grading and exams:
My schedule worked out in an unfortunate way this year: I have a conference in Montreal the week
after Veteran’s Day, with the result that three meetings are cancelled in a row with then only one
meeting before Thanksgiving. I think the best way to work around this is to use this time for a long take
home midterm. Normally, I would have four exams in this class. Instead there will be three, with exam 2
expanded significantly.
I will grade holistically, taking into account attendance and engagement. This essentially means that I
will round/bump your grade up if you show that you are trying your best.
Approximate weighting:
20% Exam 1
40% Exam 2
30% Exam 3
10% Attendance and Engagement

Academic misconduct:
You are strictly held to the University of Montana Student Conduct Code . The in-class exams are closednote: you may not consult anything but your own mind in order to answer questions on the exam. You
may not use cell-phones, or any electronic devices to aid you, nor fellow students, nor fellow students'
answers on exams, etc. You will receive no credit for any exam that you cheat on. Your conduct will
also be reported to the Dean.

Disability Accommodations

Students with disabilities will receive reasonable modifications in this course. Your responsibilities are to
request them from me with sufficient advance notice, and to be prepared to provide verification of
disability and its impact from Disability Services. Please speak with me after class or during my office
hours to discuss the details. For more information, visit the Office for Disability Equality (ODE).

Readings:
Subject to change, especially if we have to go online or if we have problems with a lot of people getting
sick. Any changes will be announced on Moodle.
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8/31 Intro
9/2 Euthyphro
9/7 Apology
9/9 Phaedo
9/14 Phaedo
9/16 Phaedo
9/21 spillover/review
9/23 take home exam due- no class
9/28 Symposium (focus on Socrates’s speech and the concluding dramatic scene, 199c to the
end)
9/30 Rep II
10/5 Rep IV
10/7 Rep IV
10/12 Rep VI
10/14 Rep V, Rep VII
10/19 Rep VII
10/21 Physics I
10/26 Physics I
10/28 Physics II
11/2 Physics II
11/4 Physics II
11/9 De Anima
11/11 Veteran’s Day, No class
11/16 No class (probably—put a pin in this one, if covid starts shuffling things around this could
change)
11/18 No class (at a conference)
SECOND TAKE HOME EXAM DUE BY MIDNIGHT FRIDAY NIGHT (November 19th). NO
QUESTIONS ASKED 24 HOUR EXTENSION TO ANYONE WHO WANTS IT.
11/23 Metaphysics XII
11/25 Thanksgiving, No class
11/30 NE I
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12/2 NE I
12/7 NE II
12/9 NE X.6-8
Final exam: upload to Moodle by midnight on Tuesday, December 14th

